that you are doing a very foolish thing. You are looking
like a gigolo already and it won't be three days before you
turn into a pekinese. If you could see yourself I think you
would be disgusted.'

Tiercelin spoke with an apparent detachment that did not
deceive Antoine. He knew his friend was distressed and
uneasy.

* In a word, you regard me as an effeminate type, a puny,
weak character, who has to be careful of the company he
frequents/

* No, I said you had a sensitive nature. Perhaps you think
I'm trying to put it across you by pretending to be a man of
the world, but I began to frequent my father's bar since I was
thirteen and I can't help knowing more about life than you
do. I have watched all sorts of affairs in which women were
concerned, and I have come across a hundred cases like
yours. Young and clever fellows, with a future in life, who
were fools enough to let themselves get involved like this,
and now waste their time in wretched little dilettante jobs.'

' The ten days I propose to spend with Yvette are not
likely to wreck my life.'

* Ten days are quite long enough. At the end of them you
won't want to go home.  And then, if you aren't afraid of
upsetting your parents, you would simply decide to stay with
Yvette and earn your living on the bkck market.    You
wouldn't even take the trouble to pass your certificate in
July. You may laugh, but I have seen much cleverer fellows
than you fall for a bed and bathroom existence, often with a
very ordinary woman.   And I don't know whether you
realize it, but Yvette isn't an ordinary woman.'

6 I know that quite well.'

c Indeed ? What do you really know about her ? You
think she's glorious, eh ? Perhaps so, but what is quite
certain is that she is much cleverer than you are. You know
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